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“ Nothing extenuate, nor act down aught in malice.”— Othello. 
No. 6008. THURSDAY, March 25, 1841. Price 1d. 








“ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

Tus house was crowded last night to witness the performance of 
London Assurance, and The Embassy, which has been compressed into 
two acts, and is now very well received. The favorite musical entertain- 
ment, Zhe Poor Soldier, is about to be revived, in which Madame 
Vestris will appear as Patrick. 

Mr. G. Wild, who will open the Olympic on Easter Monday with 
three new pieces, intends to reduce the prices of admission to 2s. 6d. the 
boxes, half-price, 1s. to the pit Is. and gallery 6d. 

Mrs. W. Knyvett, Mrs. A. Toulmin, and Miss M. B. Hawes, have 
kindly consented to sing at the anniversary festival of the Royal Society 
of Musicians, on the 2nd of April. Moscheles will also perform on the 
pianoforte, and Lazarus will play a solo on the clarionet. A number of 

j classical glees will be sung by a strong vocal choir. 

Yates, Mrs.Yates, Paul Bedford, Keeley, and Mrs. Keeley, will make 
in company, a éowr dramatique during the summer months, when the fa- 
vorite pieces of the past season at the Adelphi will be played by them at 
the principal country Theatres. 

The St. Cecilia Academy of Music at Rome, established in 1584, has 
done itself the honor of enrolling the names of her Majesty the Queen 


| and Prince Albert. 





Mr. Braham on the progress of Music in Fngland.—Mr. Braham, 
who was the only musician examined before the Committee of the House 
of Commons, in 1832, made the following statement in reply to questions 
put to him by the Chairman. Emanating from a man of whom foreigners 
say “ Non cé tenore in Italia come Braham,” it is an interesting, as 
well as a valuable testimony to the march of music in England :— 
¢ “In singing,” says Mr. Braham, “I clearly distinguish between the 

applause I receive from the different parts of the house. There has been 
a decided improvement in the musical taste of those who frequent the 
galleries of the Theatres. ‘A taste for Italian music has been introduced ; 
but I, by no means, consider that English ballads are less admired ; 
there is always a beauty and an appeal to the heart in ballads which will 
never be lost, except to those who pretend to be fashionable, and to des- 
pise the voice of nature. The galleries appreciate more the real beauties 
of music now than they did formerly; this observation extends to the 
principal towns, such as Bath, Bristol, Liverpool, and Edinburgh. 
Operas, which are heard, with great applause now, would have been 


hooted off the stage some years ago.” 
How fully these opinions are borne out by the nine years which have 
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elapsed since the period Braham’s testimony was given, may be verified 
by the success which has attended the various Promenade Concerts, the 
Exeter Hall performances, and the intention which exists in high quar- 
ters to make music a branch of study in most of our public seminaries, 
in which even national schools are proposed to be included. 

The celebrated Lulli, whose favor in France, during the last century, 
was equal to that of Handel in England during the present, may be said 
to have beat himself to death by intemperate passion in marking the mea- 
sure to an ill-disciplined band ; for,in regulating with his cane the time of 
a Te Deum which he had composed in honor of the recovery of his 
Royal Patron, Louis XIV., from a dangerous sickness, in 1686, he 
wounded his foot by accidentally striking on that instead of the floor, in 
so violent a manner, that, from the contusion occasioned by the blow, a 
mortification ensued, which cost him his life, at the age of fifty-four. 











Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Epiror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to ker unrivalled collection, 
full length figures of the Archbishop of York, the Lord Bishop of London, the 
Marquis of Londonderry, Lord Palmerston, Mehemet Ali, in costume, and Paga- 
nini; also splendid figures of Her Majesty, the Queen, Prince Albert in his mili- 
tary costume, and the group of John Knox reproving Mary Queen of Scots. 

Tuesday, pay a visit to the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Industrious Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

Wednesday, go to the Cosmoruma Rooms, 209, Regent Street, to view the new 
and beautiful views now exhibiting here ; they are of the most interesting descrip- 
tion, and deserve the patronage they receive. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Mr. Editor, have you seen the wonderful Phantasmagoria Lantern of Davis 
Broruers, Opticians to the Royal Family and inventors of Prince Albert’s Walking 
Stick, 33, NewBond-street,—most amusing.—price 2l. 15s. Must recommend their 
four guinea Double Opera Glasses—they are of the most astonishing power, shew- 
every object with delightful effect.—The address is Davis Brothers, 33, NewBond-st. 

Thursday, called at Emmett’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

“ Why is one of Perrine’s Beavers like the Queen’s first head dress ?”—“ Be- 
cause it is a Crown that sits lightly on the head of the wearer—one that will last 
through tumult and tempest, and though it may reign for ever, can never be in- 
jured.”—Try Perring’s Hats, not to be equalled for cheapness, lightness, and 
durability, at 21s. each.— 85, Strand. 

“ All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices—de- 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s, &c.—PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








This Evening, (18th Time) a New Comedy, in Five Acts, entitled 


LONDON 
ASSURANCE. 


Sir Harcourt Courtly, Bart. Mr W. FARREN, 
Max Harkaway, Esq. .......... Mr BARTLEY, 
Mr Charles Courtly, Mr ANDERSON, 

Mr Adolphus Spanker ...... sccoess Mr KERLEY, 
Mr Dazzle..... Mr CHARLES MATHEWS, 
Mark Meddle, Mr HARLEY, 

Cool, Mr BRINDAL, Isaacs, Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
Martin, Mr AYLIFFE, Simpson, Mr HONNER, 
James, Mr COLLETT, 

Grace Harkaway, Madame VESTRIS, 


Lady Gay Spanker............Mrs NISBETT, 
Pert, Mrs HUMBY. 





After which, (4th Time) a New Drama, in Two Acts, entitled 


The Kmbassy ! 


The Scenery by the Messrs. GRIE VE. 
The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELL. 
The Music, by Mr. R. HUGHES. 

The Incidental Masque and Dances composed by Mr. OSCAR BYRNE. 
Duke de Nevers, Mr MOORE, 

Viscount Rene de Rohan, ... ... ... .«. Mr ANDERSON, 
Solignac, ( Master of the Ceremonies) Mr BRINDAL, 

Henri deValois, ( Duke of Anjou, § King of Poland) MrW.H.PAYNE, 
Lamont, (Chamberlain to theDuke of Anjou,) Mr WIGAN, 
Montluc, ... ... ( Captain of the Guard) ... «.. Mr C. J. SMITH, 
Phillippe, Mr HONNER, Usher, Mr BIRT, 

Gentlemen of the Duke’s Chamber—Messrs. Green, S. Smith, Gledhill, Butler. 
Pages of the Queen and the Duke of Anjou—Messrs. Kerridge, Connell, &c. 

The Baroness du Pont, { Ladies in Waiting on \ Miss E. TREE, 
Madame de Brissac, the Queen of Navarre, { Madame VESTRIS, 
Ladies of the Court—Mesdames Emden, Cross, Jackson, &c. 


Count Albert Lasky, ... (Palatine of Siradia,) ... Mr HEMMING, 
Personages in the Incidental Masque. 


s Representing ‘TI . 
Marguerite,Queen of Navarre | sy of Brance } MissF AIRBROTHER 


Ladies of her Court, representing the Principal Provinces or Military Governments of 
France, in the Reign of Charles the Ninth—Mesdames Payne, Ryals, Miller, &c. 


In Act IL—A MAZOURKA, 
By Mr GILBERT, Miss BALLIN, Master & Miss MARSHALL: 











To-morrow, London Assurance, and The Embassy. 








Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. } 
GERMAN OPERA. 


This Evening, Beethoven’s grand Opera of 


FIDELI®O! 


DonFernando.( Minister of State)HerrH ERMANNS, 
Don Pizarro, Herr SESSELMANN, 
Florestan....(a Prisoner).... Herr HAITZINGER, 
Rocco, (the Jailor) Herr MELLINGER, 
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Jaquino ...... (Door-keeper)...... Herr SEYLER, 
Captain, Herr FROITZHEIM, 
An Officer........ Severna He ».ee. Herr HESSE, 


Leonore, (Fidelio) Madame S. HEINEFETTER, 
Marcelline. (Jailor’s Daughter) Mad. MICHALESI. 


Soldiers, Prisoners, Populace, $c.. &c. by 


The following powerful Chorus. 
Under the Direction of Herr BAERWOLF. 


Mesdames Baumann, Derrst, Vasen, Stoeger. 

Demoiselles Barg, Basse, Cnoss, Dannecker, Goetz, 
Fromborn, Daun, Chrest, Graf, Gallo, Herbold, 
Hornung, Kercher, Kramer, Heyne, Michalesi, 
Mathes, Pichler, Schunck, Seyler, Wegner, Weil, ¢ 
Theone, Theuer, &c. &c, 

Herrs Bensch, Bernard, Cronauer, Chrest, Darossi, 
Ersfeld, Fruhling, Gliomann, Gebkardt, Gulden- 
berg, Hasterick, Hartig, Heese, Heyne, Haase, 
Heckmanns, Herbold, Sen., Herbold, Jun., Koeh, 
Hoffmam, Culdenberg, Hasterick, &c. &c. 
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THE ORCHESTRA, | 
On a Grand Scale, directed by Herr GANZ. ; 
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